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1.     Pony Rides, Face-painting & Cotton 

Candy.

2.     Kids’ Corn Bin & Virtual Activities/
Barrel, Train Rides, Cotton Candy & 

Face Painting.

3.     Craft Vendors.

4.     Chain Saw Artist.

5.     Pumpkins & Mums.

6.     Craft Vendors.

7.     Craft Vendors.

8.     Food - Onion Rings, Popcorn, 
Turkey Drum-sticks, Hot Beef Sundaes, 
Kolaches, Apple Cider Slushies & Apple Pies.

9.     Food - Homemade Pretzels, Fry
Pies, & Fried Cheese Curds.

10.  Food - Apple Fritters, Rib-on-a-Stick, 
Sausage Biscuits & Gravy, Chicken Gravy & 

Biscuits, Kettle Corn.

11.  Food - Tacos, Taco Salad, Homemade Pie, 

Homemade Ice Cream, Hand-breaded Tender-

loin, Iowa Rangoon, Mac & Cheese, Ribeye 

Sandwiches, Shrimp Poor Boy Sandwich, 

Pork Fried Rice, October Fest Sandwich & 

Breakfast Bowl.

12. Food - Corn Dogs, Lemon Shake Ups, Chicken 

Tenders, Hawaiian Ice, Funnel Cake, Ribbon 

Fries, Smoothies & Alligator-on-a-Stick.

13. Apple Butter.

14. Antique Vendors & Crafts.

15. Tractor Club, Old Engine Demonstrations, 

Ropemaking.

16. Entertainment.

17. Craft Vendors.

18. Quilting Demonstration.

19. Telegraph Demonstration.

20. Wine Sampling & Kalona Brewing Company.

21. Charicature Artist.

22. Fudge.

Fall Festival 2019
entertainment 
stage highlights
 This year’s Fall Festival 
will provide a wide variety of 
musical entertainment.
 Featured acts include:

-
day) is a vocal ensemble group 
of women from the Washington 

-
tertainment for various occa-
sions.

collection of instruments to 
play boot-stompin’ music that 
can only be found down the 
gravel roads of Iowa. 

the music has been described 
-

brand new old-time country 
with the gritty sound of soulful 
blues. 
 It is almost impossible to 

into one musical genre when 
you hear an eclectic mix of 

acoustic blues and gypsy man-
dolin tunes that can only be 
heard in the cobra songs.

-
cians on 11 different instru-

-

 Other musical entertain-
ment includes:

-

FALL FESTIVAL GUIDE TO FUN & FOOD

JAMES JENNINGS/THE NEWS

Larry DeLawder impressed the crowd with his lightning harmonica 
skills at the 2018 Kalona Fall Festival.
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Kalona Fall Festival to be held Sept. 27-28
 The annual Fall Festival is celebrat-
ing the 50th anniversary of the Village 
Historical Society. 
 Some local people say it is the time of 
the year for people to come back to Kalo-
na and it’s like a reunion – a chance to 
run into old friends from school, spend 
time with family and carry on child-
hood memories of Fall Festivals past.
 For newcomers there are two fun-
filled days to enjoy. This year’s festival 
will be 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Friday, Sept. 27 
and 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 28. 
 A blast from the past would be the 
old-world demonstrations that go on 
both days of rug weaving, spinning, 

quilting and corn grinding, plus an-
tique machinery and old engines to 
reminisce about. 
 There is also a demonstration of cop-
per kettle apple butter making. 
 Take a step back into the mid-1800s 
with a tour through the 12 historical 
buildings that were located in Kalona 
in the old days. 
 This includes the original 1879 train 
depot, South Center United Methodist 
Church built in 1867, the Wahl House 
built in 1892, which used to be a stage-
coach stop hotel, plus many more and 
all are filled with artifacts that date to 
the time period of the building.  

 The main visitor’s center also in-
cludes two nationally known quilt 
galleries containing the largest spool 
cabinet display, plus the Reif Gem and 
Mineral display.  
 While taking in all the activities, dis-
plays and demonstrations, visitors will 
work up an appetite.
 The festival features a wonderful va-
riety of locally made foods to try. This 
includes pies and homemade ice cream 
to apple fritters, pretzels, chicken and 
biscuits, onion rings, and many grilled 
meats like a rib-on-a-stick or a giant 
turkey drumstick.

 Some of the other activities include 
are old-world demonstrations of rug 
weaving, spinning and quilting; kids 
activities from pony rides and face 
painting to a giant corn bin; a chainsaw 
carver (sculptures are auctioned off on 
Saturday afternoon); and live entertain-
ment on stage both days, including a 
talent show to end the weekend on Sat-
urday afternoon.
 Admission to the Fall Festival is $6 
for adults 13 and up, $2 for kids 7-12, and 
children 6 and under are free. For more 
information, visit www.kalonaiowa.
org. 

JAMES JENNINGS/THE NEWSBRIDGET JOHNSON/THE NEWSBRDGET JOHNSON/THE NEWS

Toby Deeley, 9, demonstrates the antique corn sheller - 
and perpetual energy of youth - at the Fall Festival last 
year.

Aiden Domsic, 4, of Iowa City plays farmer on a tractor 
at the 2018 Fall Festival.

Popular local bluegrass band, Banjoy, kept the Fall Fes-
tival crowd warm on a chilly Friday night at the 2018 Fall 
Festival. 
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Kalona Historical Village invites you to visit

Take a quick spin through the Loom House

 Strolling through the Pioneer Vil-
lage can send one’s thoughts to another 
time and place. Travel back to the mid 
and late 1800s at a time of hope, despair 
and excitement for many pioneers trav-
eling to a new frontier. The sounds of 
clip-clopping made by the Amish horse 
and buggies, likely to pass by during a 
visit, will help set the mood.
 It’s hard to imagine a family of 12 
could have lived in the Snider/Figgins 
log home. Bedtime certainly would be 
something. Pulling out the trundle bed, 
tightening the ropes, perhaps three 
children tucked in; mom and dad and 
probably a smaller child in the big bed, 
a baby in the cradle; and five older ones 
sent upstairs to the attic. Quilts made 
from scraps of cloth would have given 
them memories plus warmth for pleas-
ant dreams. 
 Imagine horses drinking from the 
barrel at the Joetown Well as the driver 
and stagecoach passengers took a break 

from their 16-mile journey to Oskaloo-
sa.  
 The smell of bread baking in the 
wood stove at the Wahl House, an origi-
nal stagecoach hotel, would entice any 

visitor to stop by. This modest Victo-
rian home has numerous artifacts for 
visitors to view.
 A meeting place for most farmers 
and merchants in the Richmond area 

was the Richmond post office. In those 
days, mail being late wasn’t a problem 
because it gave more time for stories to 
be told and community news to be re-
layed.
 Children nervously lined up for 
spelling bees in the one-room school. 
Each had studied their list at home and 
stood ready to perform for parents and 
siblings.  The school, like the church, 
post office and general store, were trea-
sured places to socialize with family 
and friends in town.
 Shopping at the Kemptown store 
would have been an adventure for the 
whole family. Dad might have needed 
supplies for planting, mom for the can-
ning she would do in the fall and, of 
course, the children couldn’t wait to get 
a piece of the penny candy.
 The staff at the Kalona Histori-
cal Village look forward to your visit. 
Twelve historic pioneer buildings and 
countless artifacts await visitors.

SUBMITTED

The Kalona Depot, seen at the left, used to sit along the railroad tracks before it was 
moved to its current location on the grounds of the Kalona Historical Museum.

 Looms and spinning wheels, yarn 
and fibers: At one time, nearly every 
home had a loom and spinning wheel 
and the knowledge to use them to cre-
ated the fabric needed for living.
 Yarn was spun and woven to make 
rugs, scarves, blankets, patterned cov-
erlets, as well as towels for kitchen and 
bath, and fabric for clothing. Modern 
mills do all this at breakneck speed.
 At the Loom House in the Histori-
cal Village one can hear the thump of 
a loom and whir of a spinning wheel, 
much as it might have been in the 19th 
century.
 One can stop for a while and talk 
with a spinner/weaver, as well as see 
looms and spinning wheels working, 
weaving fashion and household items 
and spinning flax, wool and cotton.
 Yarn from the spinning wheels and 
the items woven on the looms will be 
available for sale in the Loom House or 
in the gift shop of the Village.
 Currently, there are five looms in 
the building with four being woven on 
regularly.

 Five spinning wheels out of 11 have 
been restored by SpiritWood in Wood-
ward.
 You can see and touch different 
breeds of sheep wool: Targhee, Pol-
warth, Blue Faced Leicester, as well as 
yummy silk/wool blends.
 Some are natural colored wool, but 
at least two or three wheels are spar-
kling with brightly dyed fiber from dy-
ers all over the continent.
 SpiritWood has provided estimates 
for the repairs on all other textile equip-
ment. Grants, donations and other 
forms of funding for this work are being 
solicited to try to have the trolley wheel 
and great wheels repaired and back in 
the Loom House by Fall Festival.
 The Loom House has been trans-
formed inside with new paint, new 
floor, rearranging of equipment and 
display areas that allow for more his-
tory and examples of spinning, weaving 
and dyeing to be available to the public.
 Step back in time to when many 
households started with raising sheep 
and flax to provide the fibers for any 

fabric the household needed.
 The Historical Village will not have 
sheep grazing between the buildings, 
but you will be able to see everything 

after that stop at the Loom House, from 
processing wool to spinning and weav-
ing, as well as seeing and touching the 
finished products.

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m. - Noon

9
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 Along with the fall festivities hap-
pening throughout Kalona over Sept. 27 
and 28, there will be another reason to 
head into town.
 The Kalona Sales Barn is having 
their annual flea market the same days 
as the Kalona Fall Fest, Sales Barn own-
er Lavaughn Mullet said.
 The family started the flea market 
in 2009 and have kept it up every year 
since then.
 Mullet said she’s always impressed 
with the wide variety of items available 
during the market.
 “We get different kinds of antiques 
and specialty crafts,” she said. “We 
have a lady that makes jewelry. There 
will be fall and holiday décor, as well as 
western decor. I always find something 
interesting every year.”
 She added that there also will be food 
available at the flea market.
 The Sales Barn Flea Market runs 
from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. on Friday, Sept 27 and 
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 28 
and is located at 121 9th St. in Kalona.

Flea market at 
Kalona Sales 
Barn during 
Fall Festival

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

During Fall Festival, the Wahl Museum will have 25 quilts with supporting artifacts on display. The exhibit tells the story of immi-
gration in the Kalona area.

QUILT EXHIBIT AT WAHL MUSEUM
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Kalona Quilt Show to be 
held April 23-25, 2020
 Kalona is known as the Quilt Capital 
of Iowa, and a large collection of hand-
made quilts will be shown at the 49th 
annual Kalona Quilt Show on April 23-
25, 2020.  
 The Quilt Show, now celebrating its 
49th year, all started in the basement of 
what is now CBI Bank and Trust on B 
Avenue in downtown Kalona. 
 In 1971, Marilyn Woodin took over 
sponsorship of the show and turned it 
into a sale as well as a show for the com-
munity.
 This year’s show will be held at the 
Kalona Community Center, which will 
transform into a maze of quilts. Some 
quilts may be hanging up on the wall 
while others are hanging over chairs 
and racks. 
 Each time a quilt is sold, a new one 
is put up in the empty spot so that the 
show is continually changing. 
 Around two-thirds of the quilts are 
new, and the rest are antiques. No mat-
ter how old or how new, every quilt is 

hand-quilted by many different talent-
ed quilters. 
 The Quilt Show has a huge impact 
on the community because it takes a 
community to put on the show. The 
Kalona Rotarians help with setup and 
tear down, and the Kalona United Meth-
odist Church puts on a turkey luncheon 
on Friday and Saturday. 
 Organizer Katie Karnes, co-owner of 
Woodin Wheel Antiques, always looks 
forward to seeing where all the people 
come from. 
 “I am always amazed on how far peo-
ple travel to come to the show,” Karnes 
stated. “I look at the quilt show as a 
kick off to the tourist season.” 
 There will be more than 300 hand- 
quilted quilts on display and for sale at 
the three-day event. In addition to the 
quilts, the show will have wall hang-
ings and a small gift shop area. 
 Admission is charged, but there will 
be discounts for groups of 20 or more 
people. 

JIM JOHNSON/THE NEWS

An amazing array of colorful quilts filled the Community Center in 2018.
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Iowa Mennonite Museum and Archives
 The first Amish-Mennonite resi-
dents walked into the Kalona area from 
Maryland via Pennsylvania in 1845. 
They made their way north to John-
son County after stopping briefly in 
southern Iowa. Once they arrived, they 
staked their claims by carving their ini-
tials onto trees in the creek bed before 
walking home to collect their families 
in the east. 
 They returned a year later with their 
families in tow, having come by boat, 
foot and then, by hired coach. Their 
wives and children stayed in Iowa City 
for the long, hard winter, while the 
men built cabins and homesteads. They 
paid for their land by making a danger-
ous trek to the land office in Dubuque, 
braving the bandits and the wolves that 
often frequented the path. 
 To learn more of the story, includ-
ing the trials and tribulations of church 
and community growth, folk stories 
and (perhaps) tall tales about some of 
the earliest settlers, and to see some of 
the artifacts that the earliest (and later) 
Amish-Mennonite settlers left behind, 
visit the Iowa Mennonite Museum and 

Archives. 
 The Iowa Mennonite Museum and 
Archives is located in the Kalona His-
torical Village, and features artifacts, 
archives, books and stories from the 
Mennonites and Amish in the Kalona 
area – and throughout Iowa. 
 In the museum, guides are available 
to tell the stories of the first Amish and 

Mennonite settlers, to answer ques-
tions like, “What’s the difference be-
tween the Amish and the Mennonites?” 
or “What do the words, Amish, Menno-
nite or Anabaptist even mean?” and to 
show visitors around the museum. 
 Visitors will find displays on the 
theology, history and current practices 
of the Amish and Mennonites in Iowa. 

In addition, they may browse various 
collections in the museum including 
women’s bonnets and coverings, quilts, 
an “industry” room featuring a giant 
loom, a treadmill for animals, a man-
powered lathe and an extensive display 
about the historic Twin County Dairy, 
along with a “Mennonite” bedroom, liv-
ing room and kitchen. 
 The Archives house many historical 
documents including personal collec-
tions, pastoral recollections and dia-
ries, other primary source materials, 
genealogical books, periodicals and a 
lending library of Amish/Mennonite/
Anabaptist theology and history. Ar-
chivists are happy to accommodate 
researchers doing local and/or Menno-
nite history and aspiring genealogists. 
 The Iowa Mennonite Museum and 
Archives are open April 1 - Oct. 31, Mon-
day-Saturday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.. 
 The museum and archives are also 
available in the winter months by ap-
pointment. The Iowa Mennonite Muse-
um and Archives is owned and operat-
ed by the Mennonite Historical Society 
of Iowa.

SUBMITTED

An impressive loom fills an area in the museum.

JIM JOHNSON/THE NEWS

Auctioneer Lloyd Miller points out a bidder while Juanita Troyer and Matt Brown keep 
track of the auction winners during the Pleasantview Home Benefit Sale last year. 
In the foreground Verton Hochstedler keeps an eye out for bidders raising the price.

Pleasantview Home planning 64th 
annual benefit sale Nov. 1 and 2
 Back in 1956 the Kalona communi-
ty was preparing for a new “home for 
the aged,” as it was described by local 
church leaders. 
 The need for elderly care was evi-
dent, and to prepare for such a facility, 
a benefit sale was held to raise funds for 
the organization which would become 
Pleasantview Home.
 In 1958, the first resident moved in. 
Today nearly 150 people reside in inde-
pendent living or in the facility.
 That first benefit sale set the stage 
for 63 subsequent events, and this year 
– on Nov. 1 and 2 – the 64th annual sale 
will take place.
 Initially held at the Kalona Sales 
Barn, the benefit sale now takes place 
on the campus of Hillcrest Academy 
(formerly Iowa Mennonite School). The 
school is located northwest of Kalona at 
1421 540th St. SW.
 A turkey tenderloin meal kicks off 
the weekend at 4 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
1, serving until 7:30 p.m. The meal is do-
nation only. 
 A silent auction also begins at 4 p.m., 
lasting until 6:30 p.m. The meal will be 
served in the school cafeteria, with the 

auction in the gymnasium.
 From 6:35-10 p.m., a live auction will 
take place in the gymnasium, featuring 
quilts, in-home meals, cheese, bologna, 
locally-grown meat, baked goods, gift 
certificates, hand-crafted items, furni-
ture, local art and more. Area auction-
eers donate their services in calling the 
auction.
 Also Friday evening, local group, 
The Great Bluegrass Herons, will pro-
vide entertainment from 5:45-6:35 p.m.
 After an overnight break, an all-you-
can-eat breakfast of pancakes, sausage, 
coffee, juice and milk will be served in 
the cafeteria from 7-10 a.m. Again, the 
cost is donation only.
 The live auction in the gymnasium 
will resume at 8:30 a.m., typically run-
ning until noon.
 A bake sale runs through the eve-
ning Friday, beginning at 5 p.m. and 
again from 8:30 a.m. through the end 
of the benefit on Saturday. Concession 
stand items will also be sold during the 
auction on Friday.
 Proceeds will support Pleasant-
view’s plans to create facilities for 
memory care and assisted living. 
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Kids Activities plus Good Music & Great Food! 
One button allows entry to everything.

$1 from each button is earmarked for Wahl Museum renovation.

ON GROUNDS
Wine Sampling: Friday, 11-9 & Saturday, 9-4

Pony Rides: Friday, 3-8 & Saturday 9-4

Library Crafts: Friday, 11-1 & Saturday, 10-12 

E N T E R TA I N M E N T  O N  S TAG E
FRIDAY

11:45   Pathway Music

12:45   Mid-Prairie Bands

  1:45   Mid-Prairie Choirs

  2:30  Hillcrest Academy Music

  3:30  String Ensembles

  5:00  Alvin & Gravel Scratchers

  6:00  Just Us Girls

  7:00  Cedar County Cobras

SATURDAY
11:00   Heart Strings

12:00   River City 6 Brass

  2:00    Carving Auction

  2:30    Talent Contest

SEPT. 27 - 28, 2019
FRI:  9  -  9    SAT:  9  -  5

KIDS $2 & ADULTS $6
(Service animals only)

Vintage & Crafts, Wine Tasting, Pioneer Village, 
Quilt Galleries, Museums & Old World Demos.


